[Empirical anti-toxoplasma therapy in cerebral AIDS and Chagas disease. Presentation of 2 cases, review of the literature and proposal of an algorithm].
Trypanosoma cruzi is the responsible agent of Chagas disease and is endemic in extended areas of South and Central America. There are many previous reports indicating that T. cruzi frequently involves the central nervous system in AIDS patients. Here, we present two cases illustrating that neurological involvement caused by T. cruzi frequently shows a clinical picture similar to that caused by Toxoplasma gondil. Since in neurological Chagas disease early treatment has been associated with a better outcome and considering that the diagnosis is easily reached by the detection of the agent in the cerebrospinal fluid, we propose a new algorithm for the management of AIDS patients presenting neurological focal lesions in endemic areas for T. cruzi.